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Shabbat Haazinu
12 Tishrei 5766
 October 14-15, 2005

Annual: Deuteronomy 32:1–52

Triennial Cycle: Deuteronomy 32:1–52

Haftarah: II Samuel 22

Click here for links to resources.


This Week’s Torah Reading

I.  Summary by Rabbi Daniel A. Ornstein, Congregation Ohav Shalom, Albany, NY

Most of Haazinu is the song/poem that God commands Moses to teach the people so that future generations in exile will remember the covenant with God and repent of their sins. In the poem, Moses calls heaven and earth as his witnesses against the Israelites for their backsliding tendencies and their rejection of God's goodness. He praises God for perfect justice. God created the world, setting the Israelites apart from all other nations as a special nation upon whom God doted. Israel's special status made her "grow fat and kick" in rebellion against God with idolatrous practice and neglect of God. God punished the people by hiding God's countenance and exiling them, yet God did not destroy them so the nations exiling them could not say that Israel's demise was their doing. In the end, God is storing up vengeance for these same nations who have arrogantly oppressed Israel and God will deliver God's people. Moses then admonishes the people to take the words of the poem to heart for all generations, for this teaching is what will give them life. God tells Moses to ascend Mount Nevo on the steppes of Moav, (modern day Jordan), as he prepares to die. Moses may look at the Promised Land from the mountaintop but he may not enter the land with the people. (USCJ “Torah Sparks,” Parashat Haazinu)

This week’s parashah: covenant, consequences, contrition and conclusion.

II. Commentary

(A) “[W]e might understand Moshe's poem as not only urging us to consider the mistakes of the past, and learn accordingly (which is hard enough), but also to consider that the past is not necessarily a prologue to the future. We are not doomed to repeat the errors of the past, either as individuals, communities, or nations--to me, Judaism is more optimistic than that. Consider the past, but don't feel that you're stuck in it; this is a central message of the holiday season.” (Rabbi Neal Joseph Loevinger)
Full text: http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Weekly_Torah_Commentary/haazinu_kolel5761.htm
[Note: This commentary was written in a year when Shabbat Haazinu preceded Yom Kippur.  This year, Haazinu is read on the Shabbat after Yom Kippur.]

(B) “Moses' poetic mention of rain and dew teaches us to recognize both the obvious and subtle presence of God in the world.” (Rabbi Ruth Gais)
Full text: http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Weekly_Torah_Commentary/haazinu_ujafedny5762.htm
(C) “These three events [the Flood, the Exodus, and the Death of Moses] reflect an unfortunate pattern in human nature. We're reluctant to take action until it's too late.” (Rabbi Shraga Simmons)

Full text: http://www.aish.com/torahportion/shragasweekly/In_Broad_Daylight.asp
(D) “There is an important halakhah [law] that every sofer [scribe] must know before writing a Sefer Torah: Shirat HaYam - the song which the Jewish People sang after passing through the Red Sea - must be written in the form of a brick wall. A brick wall symbolizes strength: it reminds us of the strong foundation upon which our relationship with Hashem is built. And then there is the song in this week's parashah, Parashat Haazinu: it too must be written in a special way. The halakhah demands that we write it in two narrow columns, resembling not a brick wall, but two stacks of bricks.” (Rabbi Mordechai Friedfertig)

Full text: http://www.utj.org/Torah/mfriedfertig/53Haazinu5761.html
(E) “Each human being is responsible for his or her own actions. [Their sins] cannot be blamed on anyone else - not on God, not on one’s parents, not on one’s spouse or on one’s neighbors.” (Rabbi Mordechai Silverstein)

Full text: http://www.uscj.org.il/haftarahEdit.php?id=200
♥  ♥  ♥

Haazinu is a rich parashah but often overlooked, because of when it occurs: during a season of the year when most of us are focused on the Holy Days and their themes.  Please look at some of the commentaries above.  They are worth the effort.

A great rabbi was teaching about the customs of Yom Kippur. Referring to the practice of beating one’s heart when reciting the confession of sins, he explained: God does not forgive those who smite their heart; God pardons those whose hearts smite them for the sins they committed.

It is customary to wish our friends “tzom kal,” an easy fast.  Fasting, for those who are healthy, is the easy part of Yom Kippur.  Teshuvah, sincere repentance, is much, much more difficult.

May God grant us a life in which our hearts’ desires for goodness will be fulfilled.  May God bless us all until we meet again.  Shanah Tovah to you and yours.
Rabbi Howard Gorin, Rockville, MD

Resources:

Candlelighting times for this Friday night can be found at http://rabbihowardgorin.org/10.05.htm






